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PROBING THE SLEUTHS:  
ON THE ISRO SPY CASE 

CBI probe into ISRO spy case masterminds is a much-needed step forward 
 

 The Supreme Court’s order tasking the CBI to look into the Justice D.K. Jain committee report on 
the action to be taken against those who implicated space scientist Nambi Narayanan in the ‘ISRO 
espionage case’ of 1994 is a logical and much-needed step forward in ensuring accountability for the 
suspected frame-up. Representing a dark, but brief, chapter in the annals of police investigation in the 
country, the case was based on unfounded suspicion sparked by the arrest of two Maldivian women and 
the claims they made in their statements to the police. The Kerala Police arrested Mr. Narayanan based 
on suspicion that he was among those sharing official secrets relating to space technology and missions 
to foreign agents. After the investigation was transferred to the CBI in a matter of weeks, the central 
probe agency recommended that the case be closed, highlighting grave lapses in the probe and the 
complete lack of evidence. When the Supreme Court awarded a compensation of ₹50 lakh to the 
scientist in 2018, taking into account the damage to his honour and dignity following the arrest on grave 
charges and the interrogation that followed, it was widely expected that police officers who framed him 
ought to be proceeded against too. The Court formed a committee headed by Justice Jain, a retired apex 
court judge, for the purpose. The panel’s report was submitted recently, and the Centre supported the 
demand for follow-up action. Significantly, the Court has mandated that the report’s contents be kept 
confidential while being forwarded to the CBI for a decision on how to proceed further. The element of 
secrecy may seem odd, but avoiding any contestation on its findings, which are to be treated as the 
outcome of a preliminary enquiry, will indeed be helpful in the agency proceeding on merits. 
 
 When it awarded compensation, the Court was quite convinced that the initial probe was 
malicious. “The criminal law was set in motion without any basis. It was initiated... on some kind of fancy 
or notion,” it had observed. It is rare in India that those falsely implicated or maliciously arrested on 
grave charges get justice. The police are given to using questionable methods, and treat the gravity of 
the charge as something that necessitates stronger and more persuasive means of investigation. That 
Mr. Narayanan has succeeded in the battle for restoring his honour is a matter of relief, but it should be 
noted that the Kerala government has been resisting calls for disciplinary action against the erring police 
officers. It opposed the CBI’s closure report and tried to revive the investigation by its own police, but 
thankfully, the effort was shot down by the Supreme Court. It would be in the fitness of things if there is 
no further impediment to the CBI in proceeding with its investigation against the officers concerned, and 
that the process of restorative justice leads to its logical conclusion. 
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
❖ sleuth (noun) – detective/investigator (police 

officer in this context). 
❖ Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

(noun) – Indian Space Research Organisation, 
formed in 1969, superseded the erstwhile 
Indian National Committee for Space Research 
(INCOSPAR). Vikram Sarabhai, having identified 
the role and importance of space technology in 
a Nation’s development, provided ISRO with 
the necessary direction to function as an agent 
of development. ISRO then embarked on its 
mission to provide the Nation space-based 
services and to develop the technologies to 
achieve the same independently. 

❖ spy (noun) – secret agent, undercover agent, 
enemy agent, foreign agent. 

❖ mastermind (noun) – initiator, planner, 
producer. 

❖ much-needed (adjective) – needed to a large 
extent. 

❖ step forward (noun) – improvement, 
development, advancement, progress. 

❖ look into (phrase) – investigate, explore, 
inquire about. 

❖ implicate (verb) – involve, connect, embroil 
(someone in a crime); incriminate. 
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❖ espionage (noun) – the act of spying; obtaining 
secret or confidential (political or military) 
information of a country and/or disclosing it 
without the permission of that country; 
undercover work, infiltration, counter-
intelligence. 

❖ accountability (noun) – responsibility, liability, 
answerability. 

❖ suspected (adjective) – suspicious sceptical, 
doubtful, cynical. 

❖ frame-up (noun) – conspiracy, plot, scheme. 
❖ annals (noun) – (historical) document, record, 

report. 
❖ unfounded (adjective) – groundless, baseless, 

unjustified. 
❖ suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt/qualm, 

distrust, scepticism. 
❖ spark (verb) – cause, lead to, prompt, give rise 

to, initiate. 
❖ claim (noun) – allegation, charge; assertion, 

contention. 
❖ mission (noun) – expedition, journey (into 

space); assignment, project, operation (relating 
to space technology).  

❖ grave (adjective) – crucial/critical, serious, 
significant. 

❖ lapse (noun) – failure, mistake, 
blunder/oversight. 

❖ lack of (noun) – absence, unavailability, non-
existence. 

❖ compensation (noun) – payment, repayment, 
settlement (for loss/damage).  

❖ take into account (phrase) – consider, take into 
consideration, have regard to, reckon with. 

❖ honour (noun) – distinction, fame, merit, high 
respect, great esteem. 

❖ dignity (noun) – self-esteem, self-worth, self-
respect. 

❖ charge (noun) – accusation, allegation, 
indictment. 

❖ grave (adjective) – terrible, awful, dreadful. 
❖ interrogation (noun) – cross-questioning, 

cross-examination, probing. 
❖ frame (verb) – plan, sketch out, hatch, 

orchestrate. 
❖ ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 
❖ proceed (verb) – move forward, carry on, go 

on. 
❖ significantly (adverb) – notably, importantly, 

seriously, crucially. 
❖ mandate (verb) – require, necessitate, make 

mandatory. 
❖ confidential (adjective) – secret. 

❖ secrecy (noun) – confidentiality. 
❖ odd (adjective) – unusual, strange, uncommon. 
❖ contestation (noun) – contention, 

disagreement, disputation, argument. 
❖ findings (noun) – conclusion, result; decision, 

verdict. 
❖ outcome (noun) – result, effect, consequence. 
❖ indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 
❖ merits (noun) – an essential inherent quality 

(rights and wrongs only) while evaluating a 
case (not by external aspects). 

❖ malicious (adjective) – evil-intentioned, ill-
natured, vengeful, defamatory, hostile. 

❖ Criminal Law (noun) – a complex system of 
laws concerned with the punishment of 
individuals who commit crimes. 

❖ set in motion (phrase) – start, begin, activate, 
initiate, launch; trigger off, set off, cause, bring 
about. 

❖ fancy (noun) – idea, notion, thought, opinion, 
belief. 

❖ notion (noun) – idea, belief, opinion, view, 
conception, conviction. 

❖ maliciously (adverb)- evil-intentionedly, ill-
naturedly, vengefully/cruelly. 

❖ gravity (noun) – seriousness, 
importance/significance, severity.  

❖ necessitate (verb) – make necessary, require, 
call for. 

❖ persuasive (adjective) – convincing, effective, 
compelling, forceful, powerful, influential. 

❖ means (noun) – way, method, mode. 
❖ call (for) (noun) – requirement, necessity, 

need, demand. 
❖ erring (adjective) – offending, lawbreaking, 

guilty, culpable, misbehaving, criminal, 
aberrant/deviating. 

❖ revive (verb) – reintroduce, reinitiate, bring 
back. 

❖ thankfully (adverb) – fortunately. 
❖ shoot down (phrasal verb) – dismiss, reject, 

deny, refuse (forcefully). 
❖ fitness of things (phrase) – competence, 

eligibility, capability. 
❖ impediment (noun) – barrier, obstruction, 

restriction. 
❖ restorative justice (noun) – it is a theory of 

justice that emphasizes repairing the harm 
caused by criminal behavior. It is best 
accomplished through cooperative processes 
that allow all willing stakeholders to meet, 
although other approaches are available when 
that is impossible. 
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❖ lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, give 
rise to. 

 

************************************************************************************* 

LOSER STREAK:  
ON CRICKET, GAMBLING AND MATCH-FIXING 

Cricket’s fight against the scourge of gambling and match-fixing is far from over 
 

 Sport rests on two pivots. The first is the athlete’s desire to win by putting in the greatest 
endeavour. The second attribute is the fans’ belief that what unfolds on the turf is based on sincere 
effort. Sport is real and its immediacy also invests it with long-lasting meaning. It is this enduring 
template that gets torn asunder when cricketers throw matches or athletes consume anabolic steroids 
and break records. Corruption that taints performance is a poisoned dagger which cleaves sport’s 
throbbing heart and the latest scandal involving Heath Streak, is a crushing blow to cricket. The former 
Zimbabwe captain admitted to sharing information with bookies while he was the coach of various 
teams ranging from Zimbabwe to Kolkata Knight Riders, and has also accepted bitcoins for favours 
rendered. This breach of trust occurred largely from 2016 to 2018 and on Wednesday, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) banned Streak for eight years. It was a fall from grace for one of Zimbabwe’s 
greatest players. Streak was a crafty fast bowler and a useful batsman as evident in his combined 
international tally of 455 wickets and 4933 runs during a 12-year career that finished in 2005. 
 
 Disbelief was the first emotion when match-fixing reared its head in 2000. It was a conflagration 
that hurt many high-profile cricketers including the late Hansie Cronje, Mohammad Azharuddin and 
Saleem Malik. The allegations may have failed to gain legal sanctity in long-drawn cases but the whispers 
remained. The sordid saga had another instalment when spot-fixing hurt the 2013 Indian Premier 
League forcing a cleansing of the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). The same despondency was 
in vogue after the ICC mentioned Streak’s transgressions even if the caveat was that his actions had no 
bearing on the results of the games in which he was involved as a coach. Streak may not have fixed a 
contest but in sharing contacts of players with bookies, he was paving the way for a probable 
underwhelming show. Bookies lure with requests for seemingly innocuous information before they 
spread the net wide. It may be recalled that in the 1990s, Shane Warne and Mark Waugh confessed to 
sharing pitch and weather information with a book-maker. Streak’s misdemeanour is also a step back for 
Zimbabwean cricket, which is returning from a long-drawn administrative crisis that forced the early 
retirement of the Flower brothers – Grant and Andy — and the exile of Henry Olonga. Streak’s dalliance 
with greed shows that the ICC’s fight against the scourge of gambling and match-fixing is far from over. 
 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
❖ scourge (noun) – affliction, bane, curse, plague. 
❖ far from (phrase) – not, not at all. 
❖ rest on (phrasal verb) – be based on, depend 

on, be dependent on, rely on. 
❖ pivot (noun) – focus/focal point, foundation, 

cornerstone. 
❖ put in (phrasal verb) – devote, employ (time 

and effort). 
❖ endeavour (noun) – hard work, effort, struggle. 
❖ attribute (noun) – quality, feature, 

characteristic, trait, element, aspect. 
❖ unfold (verb) – develop, evolve, happen, take 

place, occur. 
❖ turf (noun) – track, pitch; (cricket) playground. 

❖ immediacy (noun) – rapidity, quickness, 
promptness. 

❖ long-lasting (adjective) – enduring, lasting, 
enduring, lifelong, permanent. 

❖ template (noun) – model, pattern/example, 
blueprint. 

❖ asunder (adverb) – apart, into pieces, into 
parts, to shreds, to bits. 

❖ throw (verb) – lose purposefully (due to 
bribery/corruption). 

❖ anabolic (adjective) – relating to anabolism 
(constructive metabolism). 
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❖ steroid (noun) – a type of chemical substance 
(hormones) found in our body. Steroids can be 
artificially introduced into our bodies to 
improve our strength. 

❖ taint (verb) – tarnish, damage, spoil, ruin, 
vitiate. 

❖ dagger (noun) – a short knife-like weapon. 
❖ cleave (verb) – split, divide, bisect/separate 

into two. 
❖ throbbing (adjective) – beating, pulsating. 
❖ scandal (noun) – impropriety, misconduct, 

wrongdoing. 
❖ crushing (adjective) – embarrassing, 

humiliating, disconcerting, disappointing. 
❖ blow (noun) – shock, surprise; setback/ 

misfortune. 
❖ admit (verb) – accept, acknowledge, confess. 
❖ Bitcoin (noun) – a type of digital currency 

(cryptocurrency). 
❖ favour (noun) –  support, assistance. 
❖ render (verb) – give, provide. 
❖ breach (noun) – contravention, violation, 

breaking, non-compliance. 
❖ fall from grace (phrase) – to lose status, 

respect, favour, honour. 
❖ crafty (adjective) – clever, shrewd, astute, 

sharp. 
❖ disbelief (noun) – scepticism, doubt, mistrust, 

suspicion. 
❖ rear one’s head (phrase) – (of something 

unpleasant) emerge, appear, become 
visible/noticeable. 

❖ conflagration (noun) – flames, blaze, fire, 
inferno. 

❖ high-profile (adjective) – most important, 
attracting much public attention. 

❖ allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 
indictment. 

❖ sanctity (noun) – ultimate importance, 
inviolability; righteousness, goodness, purity. 

❖ long-drawn (adjective) – prolonged, 
protracted, lengthy, extended, long-
lasting/dragging. 

❖ whisper (noun) – rumour, gossip, report, 
speculation. 

❖ sordid (adjective) – disreputable, disgusting, 
abhorrent, dishonest. 

❖ saga (noun) – story, lengthy explanation/ 
statement, lengthy story. 

❖ instalment (noun) – part, portion, section, 
segment, division. 

❖ cleansing (adjective) – relating to an act of 
cleaning/purifying/freeing something (from 
guilt). 

❖ despondency (noun) – dejection, 
discouragement, hopelessness/despair. 

❖ in vogue (phrase) – in the current fashion or 
style. 

❖ transgression (noun) – infringement, 
contravention, breach, violation, overstepping. 

❖ caveat (noun) – warning, caution, condition. 
❖ have a bearing on (phrase) – have a 

relevance/relation to something. 
❖ have no bearing on (phrase) – have no 

relevance/relation to something. 
❖ pave the way for (phrase) – clear the way for, 

make preparations for, put things in order for. 
❖ probable (adjective) – possible, potential, 

likely. 
❖ underwhelming (adjective) – unsatisfactory, 

not exciting, disappointing. 
❖ lure (verb) – tempt, persuade, attract, coax, 

win over. 
❖ seemingly (adverb) – apparently, evidently, 

outwardly. 
❖ innocuous (adjective) – harmless, inoffensive, 

unobjectionable. 
❖ cast/spread the net wide (phrase) – to try as 

many things as possible so that you will find 
what you want. 

❖ recall (verb) – remember, recollect, call to 
mind, think of. 

❖ confess (verb) – admit, acknowledge, reveal, 
disclose. 

❖ bookmaker (noun) – bookie; a person takes 
illegal bets, particularly on sporting events. 

❖ misdemeanour (noun) – wrongdoing, evil 
deed, criminal act. 

❖ a step back (noun) – withdrawal, retreat (from 
a situation to think about & make decisions 
calmly & carefully). 

❖ exile (noun) – banishment, expulsion, 
deportation; a person who lives away from 
his/her native country. 

❖ dalliance (noun) – affair, attachment; 
involvement. 

❖ greed (noun) – desire, thirst, appetite 
(particularly for wealth); rapacity, materialism, 
avarice.  
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